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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome back to school and I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday with family and
friends. Karen, Alex, Ben and I spent our holidays traveling along the east coast of NSW. First stop was
Coﬀs Harbour where my boys were extremely lucky to be swimming under the pier when three
dolphins came and swam around them. What an experience for them. Both boys displayed conﬁdence as many spectators
on the pier where yelling out ‘Shark’. A*er panicking for a few seconds I realised that they were safe and what was
swimming around them was indeed dolphins. Ben and Alex knew all along they had the chance of a life +me to swim with
wild dolphins.
In a few weeks we will be par+cipa+ng in our school review and it is important that we all go in with a growth mindset. The
review will allow us to reﬂect on the past four years and set a path for the next four years. One strategy I would like to
explore during the review and beyond is the no+on of ‘Growth Mindset’. During some down +me of the holidays I read an
ar+cle that I thought explained what Growth Mindset is and how it could beneﬁt Healesville Primary School Students, Staﬀ
and Community.
Culvang a Growth Mindset
Perhaps the most well-known theory associated with Posi+ve Educa+on comes from Carol Dweck’s (2006) research on
mindsets. Dweck iden+ﬁed a ‘ﬁxed mindset’ as being based on the underlying belief that our intelligence and talent don’t
really improve over +me. In contrast, a ‘growth mindset’ is based on the belief that intelligence and talent can always
improve with prac+ce. It is important to know that we are likely to have a combina+on of both a ﬁxed and growth mindset,
and to observe what triggers our ﬁxed mind-set. It is also helpful to be aware of how we model these mindsets for our
students. As teachers, do we set our selves learning goals, welcome cri+cism and embrace failure as part of the learning
process, in order to engage a growth mindset? If we seek to nurture a growth mindset in our students, the type of feedback
we provide is key. Dweck warns against oversimplifying growth mindset theory by simple praising eﬀort for eﬀort’s sake.
Instead, provide ‘process praise’ by focusing on the learning process and how hard work, good strategies, and a good use of
resources leads to be;er learning.
(Gross-Loh, 2016) this ar+cle came from the Educa+on Ma;ers – Primary magazine March 2018-September 2018 page 28.
It is now the challenge to develop a growth mindset in all staﬀ, students and parents in a consistence approach across the
school. It is an exci+ng +me at HPS and I look forward to working with staﬀ, students, parents and our community to make
our school even be;er than it currently is.
District Athlecs
Congratula+ons to all students who represented HPS at the District Athle+cs on Tuesday. I was a very proud Principal when I
had 2 teachers from other schools ring me to pass on how well behaved and well-mannered students from HPS are. Mr Kent
will now organise students to represent HPS at the next level.
(connued page 3)
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UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS
APRIL
Friday 20th
School ANZAC Day Service - 2:30pm School Hall
Wednesday 25th
PUBLIC HOLIDAY - ANZAC Day
School Captains to lay wreath at Healesville RSL 5:45am
Commemorative March 9:30am

SCHOOL
PHOTOS

Thursday 26th—Friday May 4th
Senior School (Yr 5/6) Swimming

MAY
Tuesday 8th
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY (Revised date)
Wednesday 9th
MacRobertson Girls High School 8am-3pm (selected students)
Friday 11th
House Cross Country

TUESDAY 8th MAY

Saturday 19th
Working Bee

(revised date)

CAMP AUSTRALIA BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Welcome back to term 2 – we hope you all enjoyed your school holidays!
We would like to thank the parent that contacted Camp Australia and praised
our service and educators for their amazing support and skills. It was great to
receive this posi+ve feedback from our Regional Manager, thanks.
Updates to Flexible Booking Options
At Camp Australia (Head Oﬃce) they have been super busy over the Autumn break in ﬁnding ways that they can add more
value for parents with their new Flexible Booking Op+ons. (Refer to h;ps://www.campaustralia.com.au/Policies/Terms/
(Terms and Condi+ons). While they make improvements to the Flex-e-Care e-card, it will be removed from the purchase op+ons; they will bring it back when they are conﬁdent it can suit your needs.
They have updated the premium oﬀering of the Gold Membership. This op+on has no late booking fees and no cancelaon
fees up to 2 hours before the service. The minimum amount of bookings per year to pay the permanent fee has been
halved to 20 per year pro rata – so no need to lock in to one booking per week.
As we’re s+ll in the Aussie All-Star spirit, they are oﬀering FREE upgrades to the Gold Membership! from the silver membership, log on to your Parent Portal and follow the prompts before April 30.
Program Details
To ﬁnd out more about our membership program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au and search for
your school.
Have a great week.
Stacey, Bob, Loveleen and Brooke from Camp Australia Healesville

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL (connued from page 1)
Working Bee
To ensure our school is looking fantas+c when we have our School Review we have scheduled a
working bee for Saturday 19 May from 9.00am – 12.00pm. We will be making sure that the school
is looking great by pruning, sweeping, cleaning, etc. if you are able to a;end please contact the
school oﬃce.
School Absence
School a;endance is a vital component in not only academic success but also for social competency. Here at HPS, we expect
every child to be in a;endance and on +me each day unless they are unwell. Allowing your child to have a day oﬀ when they
are a bit +red because they have had a late night or have not slept well is not okay. They will not only miss educa+onal
opportuni+es but days oﬀ or late arrivals deny children the opportunity to develop resilience and perseverance and to tough it
out when they are a bit +red or not quite 100%. Days oﬀ for a birthday or to go shopping or catch up with a friend are also not
recommended because it does not encourage students to develop a sense of responsibility towards their learning and required
a;endance. In short, when we allow our children to take +me oﬀ school for anything other than illness we are robbing them of
the necessary experiences that school provides both academically and socially to prepare them for success in the future. Please
endeavour to ensure the a;endance of your children every day and to be on +me. Below is an informa+on sheet provided by
the Educa+on Department. We encourage you to read and discuss this with your children. Thank you.
Every day counts - School is be;er when you’re here !

A?endance fact sheet for primary school students
Do I have to go to school?
•
Yes, in Victoria everyone aged from 6 – 17 has to go to school.
•
Missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. From prep to Year 12 that adds up to
1.5 years of school!
•
School is be;er when you a;end. Your friends and your teachers no+ce that you’re away and wonder if you’re OK.
Why is regular a?endance at school important?
•
Right now, being at school is the most important thing you need to do for your future. School helps you build good habits for later on in life. You might think school is just about Maths and English but you’re also learning about how to work
with other people and how to solve problems.
•
Being at school every day also means you are becoming more independent as a learner and interac+ng with your friends
and teachers. If you’re at school you can get help from your teachers and friends and won’t have to try to learn things in
your own +me.
•
Being an adult probably seems far away but we know that young people who a;end school more frequently have be;er
outcomes a*er school too. This means they earn more money, have be;er job opportuni+es and are generally healthier. So being at school really does make a diﬀerence!
Do my parents need to let the school know if I’m going to be away?
•
Yes. Your parents need to no+fy the school within three days of your absence. If you’re away from school too much and
don’t have a reasonable excuse like a serious illness, your parents can also get in trouble.
Are there any good reasons to be away from school?
•
No. Unless you are so sick you can’t get out of bed or there is an event like a funeral, you should be at school. Every day
you are away is a day of classes and social connec+on you miss out on. Taking a day oﬀ for your birthday or go shopping
isn’t a good reason to miss school.
•
Even medical and health appointments should be made either before or a*er school or during the school holidays. This
includes family holidays. Your parents are encouraged not to plan holidays during the term but to organise these during
the school holidays.
•
If you do have to be away for some reason, your parents need to contact the school and let them know what’s going on.
Depending on the situa+on, the school might provide schoolwork for you to complete.
What do I miss out on if I’m not at school?
•
You miss out on all the big stuﬀ – class discussions and all the interac+on that happens in a classroom, the chance to get
help from teachers and the opportunity to prac+ce skills and gain knowledge. Being away means you might miss out on
a lot of learning or that you need to catch up in your +me.
(connued next page)
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•

If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also means you also miss out on playing
with your friends. Being away from school a lot can be lonely. It has a big impact on rela+onships and social connec+ons. Believe it or not, everyone wants you at school and it really is be;er when you a;end.

What if I’m having problems geBng to school?
GeQng to school on +me everyday can be about having a good rou+ne. If you ﬁnd yourself running late or missing school
because you’re disorganised, try:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asking your parents for help geQng ready
Having a set +me to go to bed
Leaving all technology out of your bedroom
Packing your school bag the night before with everything you need
Having a set +me for breakfast
Planning to meet up with a friend so you can travel to school together.

Some+mes though it can just be hard to go to school. You might feel overwhelmed by the work or things might be tough with
your friends. Maybe you don’t feel safe at school or you really dislike a teacher or things at home aren’t great? Perhaps you’re
feeling down or anxious and don’t even really know why? Whatever the situa+on is, staying away from school isn’t the answer.
There are lots of people who want to help. Try talking to:
•
Your parents or another adult family member
•
A trusted teacher
•
Wellbeing Coordinator or the school counsellor
Another trusted adult like your coach.
•
Useful websites/contacts
Kids Ma?er - www.kidsma;er.edu.au
Youth Beyond Blue - www.youthbeyondblue.com.au
Headspace - www.headspace.org.au or e-headspace www.eheadspace.org.au/ for online counselling & support
Reach Out – www.reachout.com
Kids helpline - 1800 55 1800 24 hours a day, 7 days a week or web counselling

Congratulaons to our
1st Prize Easter Raﬄe Winner
Jayden L (Prep B)

On every 25th day of April for the past 100 years,
“ANZAC Day” has been observed in Australia and
New Zealand. “ANZAC” was the name given to the
Australian and New Zealand Army troops who landed
on Turkey’s
Gallipoli Peninsula at dawn on Sunday,
the 25th of April, 1915, a*er the outbreak of World War I.
ANZAC Day marks an important anniversary of military
ac+on over the years by Australia and New Zealand.
ANZAC day allows our na+on the opportunity to show
admira+on and respect for our current soldiers serving
on duty around the world. As a na+on, we take pride in
this day and show our respect for the lives lost. It is
important for our children to take pride in our culture
and honour our past by remembering our Anzacs.
Students learn about sacriﬁce, determina+on and respect, understanding that these soldiers gave their lives at Gallipoli and other conﬂicts our military have endured. Students
discover that ordinary people are capable of extraordinary things. This is an important lesson for young people to
discover that everyone has the capacity to have a posi+ve impact on society. It is inspira+onal and humbling for
students to remember this.
In classrooms this week and next, teachers will be talking about the importance of ANZAC Day to all
Australians. If your family has any links to wars, conﬂicts or peacekeeping opera+ons that Australians have been
involved in please keep the memory alive by telling your children about the people who fought for us as a Na+on.
Today we will be holding our School ANZAC Day service in the hall at 2.30pm. During this service we will be
welcoming the Healesville RSL and local veterans and remembering our fallen servicemen and women. We
welcome and encourage all members of the Healesville community to join us in showing our respect to those who
have sacriﬁced so much for so many.

Date

Time

Venue

Organisaon

Friday 20 April

All Day

Legacy Service for Schools Student Leaders

Friday 20th April

2.30pm

Shrine of Remembrance
School Hall

Wednesday 25th April
Dawn Service

5.45am

Healesville RSL

Wednesday 25th April

9.30am

Healesville ANZAC day
Commemora+ve March

th

Members of the RSL and the School Student Leaders
are leading us in an ANZAC service.
All Welcome
Our School Captains will lay a wreath on behalf of
our school. Captains to meet Miss Dent &
Mr Singleton
Students are invited to march in the Healesville
ANZAC day parade wearing
Full school uniform.
Students are to meet Miss Dent & Mr Singleton at
9.30am on the Corner of Church Street and Main
Street

BUY YOUR UNIFORM ONLINE

 Go to www.surreyclothing.com.au
 On the right side of the screen click on - Your School
 Enter your Ini+al School Login on the right sidebar
 Username: HPS

Password: HPS

This will display the uniform items for purchase.
 Once you add items to your cart, you will be able to choose
a preferred shipping method and proceed to checkout.

surreyclothing.com.au

424 Sta+on Street, Box Hill Vic 3128
P: (03) 9890 3487
info@surreyclothing.com.au

As well as guitar and ukulele, LPC Music Australia are now offering
keyboard and singing lessons at Healesville Primary School.
Keeping with the LPC principles of making it fun and getting kids performance ready,
LPC’s new tutor Madeleine will be available for lessons each week.
Private lessons are $30 for 30 minutes with a 10% discount offered for
full term paid in advance.
Joint lessons (2 students) $20 for 30 minutes with a 10% discount offered for
full term paid in advance.
For more information or to enrol now,
contact Ewan Cloonan on
0408 197 884 or email lpcmusicaustralia@gmail.com

The Art room needs
for Term 2
Thank you to everyone for
your continued support in
donating recyclables to
the Art Room.
Any donation of the items
below would be greatly
appreciated in Term 2 .
*egg cartons
*cardboard food boxes
*ice-cream containers with
lids
*cardboard tubes
*brightly colored balls of
wool
Many thanks, Fenna Hogg

Are you experiencing
Family Violence?
Help is available.
Located at this school on select days, or by
appointment, is a local specialist family violence
service to support members of our school
community who may be experiencing family
violence.
This free service can provide informa+on and
specialist support, or are available just to have a
chat. If you would like to drop in or make an
appointment with the EDVOS Family Violence
worker, enquire with the school administra+on for
further details.
Or call EDVOS directly on 9259 4200. If you are in
immediate danger please call 000

*Open Thursdays and Fridays Only*

